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The following updates have been made to the 6th edition of this publication. 
 

Page No Update comments 

3 This page has been updated to: 
 

 
 

6 The statistics have been updated to: 
 

Ill health 

Hazards are not all physical objects. People’s health may be affected by their work 

activity and environment. For example, they may suffer with stress, work-related 

upper limb disorders, lung disorders, hearing problems and other health issues 

caused by their workplace. Statistics show that 1.7 million workers are suffering from 

work-related ill health (new or long standing) in 2020/21 and 13,000 deaths each year 

are estimated to be linked to past exposure at work, primarily to chemicals or dust. 

Date of update: 

September 2022 
 
 



7 The content for ‘European Influences’ has been updated to: 
 
European influences 

The European Union (EU) introduced health and safety legislation to 

harmonise standards and remove trade barriers. The European 

Commission put forward proposals to the member states, and if the 

member states agree on the proposal it will become an EU directive which the 

member states will then put into their domestic legislation. In the UK this usually took 

the form of a regulation. The member states must put the directive into national law 

within the deadline given. The directives in health and safety law only set minimum 

standards. Stricter rules can be adopted, hence health and safety legislation can vary 

across EU countries. Further information can be found at: 

https://osha.europa.eu/en/legislation/directives/directives-intro 

Since the UK has left the EU, there are specific changes for some industries and work 

activities, for example the manufacture and supply of new work equipment and the 

chemical industry. 

 

27 The 2nd paragraph for ‘Qualitative risk assessment’ has been update to: 
 

BS8800 ‘Occupational Health Systems’ was a guide to occupational health and safety 

management systems that used the following risk matrix. BS8800 is now withdrawn 

but the risk matrix is still used by many organisations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



29 This page has been updated as follows: 
 

 
 
 

---End--- 
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